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Understanding the context of parenting:

ïHow are we doing?
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Overview

ÅEarly research on childrenôs development

ÅUrieBronfenbrennerôs bio- ecological

framework

ÅHow does this connect to supporting 

parenting?

ÅStrength in diversity



Early psychology research on 

child development

ÅMethods

ÅFindings

ÅImplications



Urie Bronfenbrenner, 1917-2005

ÅBorn in Moscow, USSR

ÅEducated in psychology and music

Å50 year career at Cornell

ÅChallenged the way we think about human 
development

ÅPassionately committed to policy 
implications of research; co-founder of 
HeadStart in USA







What are conditions and 

processes that support  

human development?

ôSomebody has to be 
crazy about the kid.õ
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